
“To see our gym filled with  

standing room only and that  

every person heard the words of 

the message from Dick 

Duerksen that GOD knows them 

each by name, the beautiful  

music shared by the Unionaires, 

our student praise band and  

concert band makes my heart 

sing. I am overwhelmed at how 

great a GOD we serve and just 

how amazing HE is and how HE 

is working.”  

Toakase Vunileva , Principal 
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ALUMNI WEEKEND TO REMEMBER 
Mile High Academy just celebrated it’s 100th year as an educational institution with a 

special Easter Alumni weekend. Because the weekend was so inspiring, touching, and 

meaningful, we wanted to share the highlights with everyone. Please enjoy this special 

issue of MHA Alumni Association News.  

INTERESTING ALUMNI FACTS 
FOUR GENERATIONS  
The Gates family has been in attendance at Mile High Academy for four generations. 

Beginning in 1929 with Gordon and Nida (Sabourin) Gates through 2014 with Tessa, Ar-

den, Rogan, and soon Sloane, the Gates family has been strong supporters of MHA. Vid-

eo available on our website.  

 

FRIENDS FOR LIFE 
Shasta (Emery) Nelson ‘94 is founder of GirlFriendCircles.com, a women’s friendship 

matching site in 35 cities. She is an author and expert in creating meaningful friendships 

among women as seen in her interviews on Katie Couric and The Today Show as well as 

featured in New York Times and Chicago Tribune. She claims Mile High Academy is a 

community she credits with modeling healthy relationships for the twelve years she 

attended.  
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ANNUAL GOLF      
TOURNAMENT  

Golfers, supporters, and volunteers arrived at The 

Ridge at Castle Pines for an 8:00am tee time. With 

48 golfers, 12 teams, 7 volunteers, multiple          

supports, and numerous preparation hours we had a 

very successful tournament. We were blessed with a 

warm sunny day and managed to raise $10,000 

thanks to all who generously donated. These       

proceeds will go towards the Student Worthy Aid 

and purchasing a climbing wall for the Athletic    

Department.  

1st Place (from left to right)  

Craig Carr  
Jody Harris 
Ron Mills 
Ed Barnett 

2nd place (from left to right)  
 
Reggie Ragsdale  
Colt Easley ‘00 
Jeff Mautz 
Paul Easley (not pictured) 

3rd place (from left to right)  
 
Blair Tikker  
Jeff Tikker ‘02 
Chris Droze  
Ryan Eichele 

MUSTANGS V. ALUMNI  

BASKETBALL GAMES 
On Saturday evening the Men’s and Women’s varsity basketball 

teams competed against alumni. We had a great time playing, 

watching, and cheering on both teams.  

“We obviously lost,” was  

quoted by one of the men’s 

varsity players who was      

referring to the unbeatable 

record of the men’s alumni.  

Likewise, Ladies alumni also 

took down the Women’s    

varsity team. Overall, it was a great evening and all teams       

enjoyed the friendly rivalry challenge.  

Coach Erik Pardo and alumni Alexis Collet ‘08 

Our golf volunteers 



WHAT KIND OF 
GOD? 
 

Friday evening, the Mile 

High family gathered in the 

sanctuary at South Church 

for vespers. Performing 

were Strings of the  Rockies, 

MHA choir, Unionaires, and 

community and alumni 

members.  

This five movement cantata, 

written by our own Music       

Director Leandro Bizama,        

recounts the last hours of 

Christ. It was written with 

the intent of being under-

stood not just as   entertain-

ment, but rather a  powerful 

tool to praise the Creator 

God, to come into direct 

contact with Him, and to 

bring many to the wonderful 

experience of the reality of 

God’s love.  

“The performance was very  

moving and touched a lot of 

lives. I was very happy with 

how it turned out. I even 

had alumni come to me after 

the concert and tell me they 

wished they had joined. I 

really appreciate all the hard 

work and help  everyone put 

in. It takes a Mile High village 

to make something like this 

a success.”  

Leandro Bizama             

Composer                     

Music Director 

SABBATH WORSHIP 
The guest speaker this year was Dick Duerksen, Assistant to the President of 
Maranatha Volunteers International.  He gave an inspiring message remind-
ing us that each one of us is special to God.   

Duerksen told a captivating story 
about how the 1964  Pathfinder 
Camporee was approved and     
permitted to run all because of 
knowing one person’s name. Not 
only do we have power in know-
ing God’s name, but we are im-
portant enough for God to know 
our name. The audience was re-
galed with the simple truth of God’s love as we celebrated 
this Easter Sabbath together.  

Top: Dick Deurksen gives an inspirational message  

Top Right: Susan (DeFluter) Barton ‘81 & Donnie 

Barton ‘80 

Right: Honor class of 1994 



CONTACT US 

Give us a call for more information  

Mile High Academy 

711 E Yale Ave 

Denver, CO 80210 

(303) 744-1069 

info@milehighacademy.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.milehighacademy.org 

MEMORABILIA PROGRAMS 

If you would like a commemorative program from alumni weekend, please stop by the school office 

and pick one up. We can also ship them with a $5 donation for shipping and handling.  If you would 

like a copy of the Friday evening concert, you may purchase a digital download on our website for 

$10. 

2014-2015 MAJOR EVENTS 

 Aug 13: First day of school 

 Oct 10 - Oct 13: Fall Break 

 Nov 24 -  Nov 28: Thanksgiving Break 

 Dec 5 & 6: Feast of Lights 

 Dec 22 - Jan 1: Christmas Break 

 February 1: Auction 

 March 9 - March 13: Spring Break 

 May 22: Last day of school 

Mile High Adventist Academy 

711 E. Yale Ave. 

Denver, CO 80210 

Providing a quality, Christ-centered education that empowers young people to excel 

2015 ALUMNI WEEKEND will 

be April 17-18.  Mark your calendars and plan on 

joining in the golf tournament, worship service, 

and basketball games. Honor classes are 1965, 

1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 

and 2010. We hope to see each of you there!  


